
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1191 and PE1187
 
Main Petitioner: Greig Muir and Tom French 
  
Subject: Call on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
reconsider its plans to raise the age for off-sales alcohol purchases from 18 to 
21 
 
Background 
 
In June 2008 the Scottish Government issued a discussion paper on ‘setting 
out our strategic approach to tackling alcohol misuse’.  In this discussion 
paper the Scottish Government sought views on the proposal to ‘raise the 
minimum legal purchase age for off-sales purchases to 21’.  The deadline for 
responses to the consultation is 9 September 2008. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The First Minister, in his legislative statement on 3 September 2008, stated: 
 

“As members know, we are consulting on a wide range of measures to 
change Scotland’s relationship with alcohol. 

 
The consultation, which ends later this month, outlines proposals in 
several key areas.  To prohibit off-sales to under-21s; to set a minimum 
price for alcoholic drinks; and to introduce a social responsibility fee. 

 
We will reflect on the results of that consultation and use this Bill to give 
effect to those proposals which require primary legislation”. 

 
The Scottish Government document, ‘Moving Scotland Forward: The 
Government’s Programme for Scotland 2008-09’ states: 
 

“We will also legislate to tackle the major issue of alcohol misuse in 
Scotland.  The measures that we will put in place will depend on the 
outcome of our current consultation on alcohol misuse Changing 
Scotland’s relationship with alcohol: a discussion paper on our strategic 
approach.  Subject to the consultation results, measures such as 
prohibiting off-sales to under 21s; minimum pricing; social responsibility 
fee; and alcohol-only checkouts, may be delivered through planned 
criminal justice and licensing legislation” (p.25). 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1191.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1187.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/06/16084348/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/06/16084348/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/09/01093322/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/09/01093322/0


 

Scottish Parliament Action 
 
Should the Scottish Government decide to proceed with its proposal to raise 
the age for off-sale alcohol purchases from 18 to 21, the legislation brought 
forward will be subject to scrutiny by the Scottish Parliament. 
 
 
Stephen Herbert 
Senior Research Specialist 
3 September 2008 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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